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Voters in Maryland will elect a governor, attorney general, and It. governor in 2026. All 47
Senate seats are on the ballot along with all 141 House seats. Democrats are expected to retain
control of the state executive offices and both legislative chambers.

Governor

Republican Nominee

Dan Cox

Dan Cox represented District 4 in the Maryland House of Delegates from 2019 to 2023 and was
the Republican nominee for governor in 2022. An attorney, small business owner, and Army
veteran, Cox is running for governor again in 2026 with running mate Rob Krop. He describes
himself as a conservative outsider focused on limited government, individual liberty, and
reforming the political establishment.

Cox's platform centers on tax relief, economic growth, public safety, parental rights, and
government accountability. He contends that Maryland families and businesses face growing
financial pressure from taxes, regulation, inflation, and energy costs. Additional priorities include
border security, combating fentanyl trafficking, strengthening law enforcement, and expanding
educational choice.

On economic policy, Cox calls for reducing taxes, cutting regulations, supporting small
businesses, encouraging private investment, and expanding domestic energy production, with
the stated aims of lowering utility costs and attracting employers to the state.

On public safety, he supports strengthening law enforcement, imposing tougher penalties for
repeat offenders, and taking more aggressive action against violent crime and drug trafficking,
including fentanyl distribution.

On education and government transparency, Cox supports expanding school choice,
increasing parental involvement in curriculum decisions, and reducing bureaucracy.

The Cook Political Report and the Center for Politics Sabato’s Crystal Ball have both
rated the race Solid Democratic.

Trivia: Before getting involved in Maryland politics, Cox was a high school teacher from 1995 to
2005
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